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RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Animal Husbandry: In India, the farming community uses the mixed crop-livestock farming 

system — cattle, goats, fowl are the widely held species. Livestock followed by others. Other 

animals which include camels, asses, horses, ponies and mules are in the lowest rung. India had 

about 300 million cattle, including 108 million buffaloes in 2012. Performance of the Indian dairy 

sector over the last three decades has been quite impressive. Milk production in the country 

has increased by about ten times between 1951-2016. This can be attributed mainly to the 

successful implementation of ‘Operation Flood’. It is a system whereby all the farmers can pool 

their milk produced according to different grading (based on quality) and the same is processed 

and marketed to urban centres through cooperatives. In this system the farmers are assured of 

a fair price and income from the supply of milk to urban markets. As pointed out earlier Gujarat 

state is held as a success story in the efficient implementation of milk cooperatives which has 

been emulated by many states. Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Punjab and Rajasthan,are major milk producing states. Meat, eggs, wool and 

other by- products are also emerging as important productive sectors for diversification. 

Fisheries: The fishing community regards the water body as ‘mother’ or ‘provider’. The water 

bodies consisting of sea, oceans, rivers, lakes, natural aquatic ponds, streams etc. are, therefore, 

an integral and life-giving source for the fishing community. In India, after progressive increase 

in budgetary allocations and introduction of new technologies in fisheries and aquaculture, the 

development of fisheries has come a long way. Presently, fish production from inland sources 

contributes about 65 per cent to the total value of fish production and the balance 35 per cent 

comes from the marine sector (sea and oceans). Today total fish production accounts for 0.9 

per cent of the total GDP. In India, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra 

and Tamil Nadu are major fish producing states. A large share of fishworker families are poor. 

Rampant underemployment, low per capita earnings, absence of mobility of labour to other 

sectors and a high rate of illiteracy and indebtedness are some of the major problems fishing 

community face today. Even though women are not involved in active fishing, about 60 per cent 

of the workforce in export marketing and 40 per cent in internal marketing are women. There 

is a need to increase credit facilities through cooperatives and SHGs for fisherwomen to meet 

the working capital requirements for marketing 

 



Horticulture: Blessed with a varying climate and soil conditions, India has adopted growing of 

diverse horticultural crops such as fruits, vegetables, tuber crops, flowers, medicinal and 

aromatic plants, spices and plantation crops. These crops play a vital role in providing food and 

nutrition, besides addressing employment concerns. Horticulture sector contributes nearly one-

third of the value of agriculture output and six per cent of Gross Domestic Product of India. India 

has emerged as a world leader in producing a variety of fruits like mangoes, bananas, coconuts, 

cashew nuts and a number of spices and is the second largest producer of fruits and vegetables. 

Economic condition of many farmers engaged in horticulture has improved and it has become 

a means of improving livelihood for many unprivileged classes. Flower harvesting, nursery 

maintenance, hybrid seed production and tissue culture, propagation of fruits and flowers and 

food processing are highly remunerative employment options for women in rural areas. Though, 

in terms of numbers, our livestock population is quite impressive but its productivity is quite low 

as compared to other countries. It requires improved technology and promotion of good breeds 

of animals to enhance productivity. Improved veterinary care and credit facilities to small and 

marginal farmers and landless labourers would enhance sustainable livelihood options through 

livestock production. Production of fisheries has already increased substantially. 


